
Thanks to Ken Kessler for the information on the passing of legendary UK engineer 
Stanley Kelly, who died in his sleep on November 13, 2001 after suffering a stroke the 
previous week. Stan was 88 years old. While he was, of course, the "Kelly" of the 
classic Kelly Ribbon Tweeter, he was also one of the founders of Hi-Fi News and was 
the only person to have been listed on the English magazine's masthead since Vol.1 
No.1, the June 1956 issue. 
 He also developed the flip-over stylus which enabled changing from 78 to 33rpm 
records. He wrote the chapter on Transducer drive mechanisms for the Loudspeaker 
and Headphone handbook (ed. J. Borwick) and had  more than 30 patents, not bad for 
someone with no formal training! .Retiring in 1992, Stan’s last job had been developing 
a series of high-sensitivity speakers for UK manufacturer Musical Fidelity 
 Stan had one of the widest-ranging minds in audio.. He had worked on the 
development of radar during WWII, one of his first jobs was to beat copper bus- 
bars with a rubber mallet to change their conductivity to the required value! 
Stan’s wife was Betty—according to a note in HFN's June 1996 issue, it was Betty who 
had put up the financing to launch the magazine 40 years earlier They had 6 children. 
They lived in Broadstairs and Stan designed a one way traffic system for the town. He 
also designed a high output speaker for the police. When a policeman accidentally 
pressed the wrong button, Stan was deafened and got tinnitus as a result. 
 Stan had an early interest in electronics . He joined Standard Telephones & Cables and  
worked on Philco radios,  also designed  transmission test apparatus. He was in the 
RAF during World War II and involved in radar and navigation test systems. He joined 
Cosmocord in 1947, who then made Bakelite mouldings and pick-ups.  He developed 
the Medresco crystal mikes for hearing aids. He worked as Chief Engineer investigating 
distortion  and frequency response on playback of records, while the 33 rpm LP 
emerged.  He developed stereo pick-ups then shelved them. He set up his own crystal-
producing plant. He designed Goldring cartridges and techniques to grind styli 
automatically. He formed the Audio Group of companies with Rupert Neve and Geoff 
Blundell. He was bought out by Decca in 1964, their close working relationship helped 
with the Decca pick-up.    


